
 

 

December 2013 – Start-up Services 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Jazzy Season’s greetings 

 

Patient recruitment in clinical trials - a daily nightmare 

 

You certainly know the challenge: the long and carefully planned study begins at last, but patient recruitment 

remains clearly below expectations. You may confront a range of difficult and unforeseen scenarios: astonishingly 

hardly a patient meets the selection criteria; the study sites suddenly have staff shortages; or competing studies 

restrict the recruitment of patients. 

 

It is common knowledge that the selection of appropriate sites is essential for the later success and the resulting 

total cost of a study. The Tufts Center for the Study of Drug Development published this year a survey of 150 

clinical trials with 16,000 participating sites. According to it, 90 % of the studies met nonetheless almost their 

recruitment goals, but at the expense of mostly twice as much time as originally planned*. 

 

The above mentioned survey reveals as well that 11% of the centers did not include a single patient and, 

additionally, 37% failed to reach the planned recruitment within the allotted time. The costs attributable to these 

delays are gigantic. How are your current studies doing in terms of patient recruitment? 

 

PPH plus offers an effective remedy for this nightmare 

 

PPH plus can set you free from this nightmare. We utilize a neutral web-based platform, developed by our partner 

ViS Research, which will make your center selection far more efficient than is presently the case. Amongst other 

benefits, this platform provides a continual upgrading process that ensures data is always up to date. PPH plus 

has developed search requests with very attractive pricing models for its customers. With the help of the ViS 

platform combined with internal sources, we identify and, if desired, we may as well contact suitable centers 

according to specifications pre-discussed with the customer. We will readily provide you with a truthful list of 

highly experienced trial sites. 

 

Thus, in June 2013, we were challenged by a customer struggling to revive low recruitment numbers from centers 

they had originally selected for an ongoing phase I-II oncology trial. Within a short time period (five days), we 

were able to identify 11 additional centers in Germany which, for the customer’s delight, boosted recruitment 

right after their activation. 
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We will be very pleased to contact you for further details on our start-up service. 

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

Dr. med. Gerd Brunner 

Head Clinical Solutions 

 

*Tufts Center for the Study of Drug Development Impact Report “New Research from Tufts Characterizes Effectiveness and Variability of 

Patient Recruitment and Retention Practices”. 15 (1) (January/February 2013). Press release available here. 

 

 

https://maps.google.de/maps?q=PPH+plus+GmbH+%26+Co.+KG&hl=de&sll=50.174933,8.632808&sspn=0.012313,0.033023&hq=PPH+plus+GmbH+%26+Co.+KG&t=m&z=16&iwloc=A
http://csdd.tufts.edu/files/uploads/02_-_jan_15,_2013_-_recruitment-retention.pdf

